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The view from 
Karen, Kenya

Nairobi and Karen sit 

on a plateau above 

the grassland.  We 

are at an elevation of 

about 6000 feet 

above sea level.  

This photo was taken 

at the Elephant 

Orphanage, which 

overlooks the 

grasslands in the 

distance.  Notice the 

wild warthogs in the 

foreground.  



The living room 

This is the meager 

living room.  I am 

standing in front of 

the big window, 

which will be the 

dining area, once we 

have a table.  The 

door to front leads to 

my roommate's 

bedroom, mine is 

right next door but 

not visible. Door at 

the left leads to the 

kitchen.  Door on the 

right is the way out. 



Other view of 
living room. 

This is taken from 

the bedroom doors, 

and shows the 

beautiful window 

area that will become 

the dining area.  You 

can see what the 

exterior of the 

building looks like 

from the facing 

building.  



The left view. 

This is the view from 

the window looking to  

the left.  You can see 

the hill that we have to 

walk up and then turn 

right and go up 

another hill, to get out 

of the complex.  Yes , 

we are getting an 

automatic 

transmission in our 

car and we are already 

getting lots of exercise 

going up and down.  

Hard to do while 

getting used to the 

lower oxygen at this 

altitude.  



The right view. 

This is the opposite 

view, looking down 

the hill.  

We need to get 

curtains for these 

windows, but that is 

something that can 

wait until we have all 

our major 

expenditures taken 

care of.  



The Kitchen 

What you see is what 

you get.  It is TINY!  

The water filter, on 

the left, is hidden is 

hidden by the fridge.

We can’t drink the 

water or use it to 

brush our teeth, so 

we have a filter that 

filters out even the 

smallest nasty germs.    



The stove 

The small stove, is 

part gas (see the gas 

tank) and part 

electric.  So far I 

haven’t burned 

anything using the 

gas, but it is still an 

adjustment getting 

to used to how high a 

flame to use.  



The Pantry 

Nice size pantry, but if 

I opened it you would 

see it is almost empty 

as we have only 

purchased necessities 

at this point.  Most 

things cost the same as 

the states, but I make 

only a ¼ of my former 

salary.   Tin foil of all 

things cost 3 times 

what I paid in the 

states.  I have already 

begun reusing the 

same piece. 



Purple water????

Why are the fruits and 

veggies in purple 

water???  Well, they 

are grown using 

manure for fertilizer, 

which contains some 

very nasty germs.  

Soooooo…..  We soak 

them in Potassium 

permanganate to 

disinfect them before 

we can cut them and 

eat them.  Things that 

are peeled, like 

bananas, don’t have to 

be disinfected, but 

everything else does.  



Laundry door 

This door from the 

kitchen leads to the 

outdoor laundry 

area.  The area is 

barely wide enough 

to open the door all 

the way.  You can see 

the edge of the 

washing machine 

and the clothes 

hanging on the lines 

(no dryer).  (see next 

slide for the washer).  



The washing 
machine. 

I put one load in and 

a medium load in the 

states is an X-large 

load in this machine.  

Still searching form a 

non-fragranced 

washing powder, but 

no luck.  In fact, 

everything is highly 

scented, I guess 

because they don’t 

shower as often????  

Nice sink behind but 

can’t get to it, 

bummer. 



Going into my 
bedroom. 

My bedroom has an 

on suite bathroom, 

so walking strait into 

my bedroom goes 

into the bathroom.  

To the right is the 

bedroom.  



Bathroom 

It is adequate.  The 

tiles need regrouting, 

and there are some 

drips and leaks that 

the apartment 

manager will have to 

fix.  The mirror is 

actually to the right 

of where I took the 

picture.   Good thing 

I am short or I 

wouldn’t fit under 

the shower head, just 

the right height for 

me. 



The bedroom 

So far all I have is a 

bed and nightstand.  

I hope to be able to 

afford a desk and a 

dresser soon, but 

again that may have 

to wait.  Nice 

window but it is not 

double paned, so it 

lets all the cold (it’s 

winter here) in the 

room.  It has been 

about 65 F in my 

room each morning. 



The closets 

There are two good 

size closets.  The 

other side is all 

closet, without the 

shelf or drawers.  

Right now these are 

the only drawers I 

have.  I bought new 

knobs for the 

drawers but can’t get 

two of the old ones 

off without some 

tools.  



The bedroom 
view

This is a GREAT view.  

There is a large villa 

to the right and 

another apartment 

building in the 

distance.  

There is a tree to the 

left and a cacophony 

of birds wake me 

each morning.  





West Nairobi 
School 

The gate to the 

school.  It is guarded 

and has an electrified 

wire on the top all 

the way around the 

big wall that 

surrounds the 

campus. 



The parking lot

The parking lots here 

are made of pavers 

not asphalt.  The 

building you see in 

the background is 

the new primary 

building.  There are 

two below that, and 

mine is the one at the 

bottom.  



Buildings on a hill

You can see the new 

building on the right 

and the left building is 

the elementary 

building.  My building 

is hidden by trees 

from this and most 

views.  

You can see it is built 

on the side of a hill, so 

there are lots of stairs 

and ramps on campus.  

This is from behind 

the admin offices. 



Opposite view 

This is the opposite 

direction of the 

previous slide, and 

you can barely see 

the new high school 

building behind the 

trees.  

It is the most 

beautiful campus!!!!



Forward and 
down. 

As we go down from 

the admin offices 

and kitchen, you can 

see the bandas 

(round buildings), 

where we will eat 

lunch.  

We were told to cover 

our plates or the kites 

(birds) will dive  

bomb our plates and 

steal our food, 

especially on sausage 

day.  



The Pitch

The field is down 

even more, and is 

called the pitch.  

There is a 

playground and a 

basketball court out 

of view.   You can 

barely see the wall 

that separates the 

pitch from the rain 

forest behind it.  



The “view” from 
my office

You can see the 

sturdy wall that 

surrounds the 

campus and it has 

barbed wire and 

electrified fence on 

top.   The rainforest 

is on the other side 

and I am told that 

last year a monkey 

came over the wall 

and INTO what is 

now my classroom. 

AWESOME!!!!! 



I will post pictures of my actual classroom soon.  

It is not set up yet and still has the art stuff in it, since 
they shared a room last year.  So you really wouldn’t 
have a good idea of where I will be working until it is 
all set up.   


