
14Jesus said, "Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.“  Matthew 19:14



 Deuteronomy 15:11(NIV)


11 There will always be poor people in the land. 
Therefore I command you to be openhanded 
toward your brothers and toward the poor and 
needy in your land

 James 1:27 (NIV)


27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.



Hope Steams Academy:  This school is located in a slum area in the area just outside of 
Nairobi on the way to Karen.  The children currently do not have any playground 
equipment, so they invented a tetter totter out of the firewood.   



This school is a primary school, kindergarten to 6th grade, although they may add a 7th

grade next year as the 6th moves up.   This is a Christian school run by a Christian 
organization in conjunction with the Kenyan school system. Most are from single parent 
families.  By the way most children in this country do not go past the 6th grade.  



The ‘kitchen’ is outside, but is the only place that this school has to prepare meals.  It 
consists of a couple of tables (which you can see), a cooker, and a cabinet.  

The children stood there for a long time just watching us prepare the food.  It is 
probably the only meal they ate that day. 



We peeled and chopped lots of vegetables to make a stew for the kids.  Ingredients: 
carrots, potatoes, tomatoes, onions, bell peppers, green beans, beef stew meat, and 
herbs andspices.   The lady in the white is Tara, a coworker, who began this ministry a 
few months ago with her husband and some others.



Psalm 68:10 ”10 Your people settled in it, and from your bounty, O God, you provided for the 
poor.” 

It took quite a while to prep the veggies, peeling and chopping.  Notice the school buildings in 
the background.  Brightly painted, but little more than what in the states would be a tin shed.  



Job 30:25 ”25 Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my soul grieved for the 
poor?” 

Tara’s husband Tom is beside me in this picture.  David, with his back to you, is a chef 
and this is part of his ministry to help his people. 



Job 34:28 28” They caused the cry of the poor to come before him, so that he heard the 
cry of the needy.”

And please note how close the ‘kitchen’ is to the latrines in the background.  And no I 
didn’t go in the latrines.  



The cooker at the bottom, is filled with sawdust, which is long burning, and then wood 
is fed through the hole at the bottom.  It must be occasionally fanned to keep the fire 
going.  The stew meat went in to cook before the veggies.  On the cooker to the right, 
another giant pot of rice was cooked.  



David and Martha monitor the stew and the rice, while we go look around the school 
and play with the children. 

Psalm 22:26 26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the LORD will praise 
him— may your hearts live forever!



While we cooked, the children played.  Apparently when you don’t have a ball, a plastic 
jug can be substituted.  The school did have one ball and a few jump ropes, but that is all 
I saw in the way of equipment for the kids to play with. 



I am humbled!!!!  I will NEVER complain about what I don’t have to teach with.  This is 
how these teachers teach.  NO books, no proper desks, but benches with a small writing 
area, very little paper and pencils.  Just a chalkboard, chalk, and lots of repetition.  



They have little, but are very thankful for what they do have.  I did have to make faces at 
them to get them to smile and laugh for the photo, but only because they were shy.  



This is a LARGE water tank, donated by the Sunrise Rotary Club of Boulder City, Nevada.   
They came and visited and realized that the school had no water source, so they 
donated the money to have the tank, AND keep it full of water.

Isaiah 41:17
17 "The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are parched 
with thirst. But I the LORD will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake 
them.”



This gives a better perspective of size with the building next to it.  Also it is down in a hole, 
because they are building a gutter system to catch the rainwater off the buildings and send it to 
the tank.  The Rotary club also donated a water filter for each classroom so the children would 
have safe water to drink which is so very important for good health.  



Tom plays with the kids on the dirt hillside.  The rotary club has contributed money to 
have this area graded and leveled and also build a more sturdy building for part of the 
school.  Hopefully the grading will be completed the next time I go visit. 



The purple uniforms the kids are wearing are probably their nicest clothes they have.  
And even though this was a Saturday and not an official school day for them, since they 
were at school, they wore their uniform.  



Luke 6:20
20Looking at his disciples, he said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God.”



Hamming it up for the camera.   They love to have their picture taken.  If you are 
wondering why they are wearing caps and sweaters, it is because it is technically 
‘winter’ here.  Although it is called the cold, dry season, not winter.   But for them it feels 
cold so they are bundled.  I on the other hand, had removed all my layers by noon. 



More hamming it up.  Not sure what is up with the sticking out of the tongue.  



Proverbs 31:20

“ 20 She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.”

They were hesitant at first to touch me as they have had little contact with white people, but 
once they realized my skin felt just like theirs, they petted me.  



And then more came.  What joy for me to show them love.  



And even more came.  I’m not very good at hand clapping games by the way.  But they 
enjoyed laughing at me.  



And even more came.  Right after this, the older girls cam over and started touching my 
hair, then braiding it and re-braiding.  Which I am sure looked lovely, but unfortunately 
the camera batteries died.  



 On my next visit, I will be taking my video 
camera and extra batteries for the regular 
camera, so I can share more with you.  

 I wish I had been able to share the looks on 
their faces when we took the plates of food 
to them.  And how happy they were 
afterwards.  

 Just because they had eaten!!!!



 After they ate and 
played some more, 
they sang songs for us, 
most in English.  The 
director (principal) 
said that they were 
happy because their 
bellies were full.  

 When was the last 
time you thought that? 



 As we were driving out 
of the slum area, the 
kids chased after us 
and one shouted, 

 “Come again, many 
times”. 

 And I thought with 
tears in my eyes and 
heart “Oh I will, I will”



 Psalm 82:3


3 Defend the cause of 
the weak and fatherless; 
maintain the rights of 
the poor and oppressed

 Proverbs 21:13


13 If a man shuts his 
ears to the cry of the 
poor, he too will cry out 
and not be answered.



 I plan on going on monthly visits to this school 
and helping this ministry.  

 Would you like to partner with me in this?  

 You can make donations through NICS (see the 
“How you can help page” of my blog 
(www.PamsCalling.wordpress.com) and let me 
know in the blogs comments section that you 
would like your donation to go to this ministry.  

 And if not here, then help the poor somewhere!

http://www.pamscalling.wordpress.com/


“ Let my heart be 
broken by the things 
that break the heart of 
God” 

Bob Pierce, founder of 
World Vision


